BIG LITTLE GRAND FESTIVAL WEEKEND

Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th March

St Peters School, Southbourne

What is the Festival event?

This is the first of the two Big Little major events that we stage each year. It is a two day event where we take over the De La Salle theatre (400 seats) for the staging of the main showcases that are scheduled throughout the weekend. The smaller studio is also set up for the solo platform performances and we have a dynamic, hospitality area which becomes the hub of social activity with games, competitions and socialising. Hot food, cakes & snacks and a licensed bar is also available. The showcases and activities run throughout the day (10.00am-9pm)
Why do we hold this event?

This will be our 4th festival event. It has replaced the smaller weekday class showcases which we previously held at our teaching venues. It has become the annual event where the whole of Big Little comes together to celebrate the huge combined talent that is evident in the school. It is such an uplifting time where every student has “permission to shine” with a real sense of occasion and with the most supportive audience. It also provides an opportunity for any student who would like to perform a solo song, poem or monologue particularly for the first time
Who is involved?

Every student who attends a Big Little class is involved. A full schedule of showcases will be published in the new term.
Main theatre showcases are performed by the following groups –

Performing or required both days – Sat & Sun
Saturday youth theatres (Footlights, Limelights & Starlights)

Saturday “Focus” youth theatre ( The play!)

PDP (Professional development Programme/Vision)
Performing one of the two days (scheduling TBA)

Monday classes - skills development & dance

Wednesday classes - skills development (Trinity centre classes)
Ballet display

All solo platform entrants

Studio performances (solos & duets)

In addition to the showcases in the main theatre the studio theatre is set up for the platform sessions which are timetabled throughout the two days. Every student is invited and encouraged to perform in these popular sessions. 

Costume & uniform

It is mandatory that all students have Big Little uniform to perform in. Additional costume items are required for certain showcases. In view of the ever changing casts backstage, costumes & changes are kept to a minimum. A list of basic items that are required will be given out after the start of next term. Any specific or unusual items of costume or props will be provided by Big Little.
Tickets

We have traditionally operated a “weekend passport” ticket system for families and friends. Full details of tickets and entrance fees will be announced next term. It will remain that all Big Little students are able to attend and support throughout the weekend, free of charge.

Helpers at the event

The Friends of Big Little would be very glad to hear from any parent/ friend who is able to help man the bar, BBQ or snack bar during the festival. If you feel that you can assist in this way, even for a short time, please contact the office and Fiona will forward your name to the FOBL team. 

Non-Availability for the Festival
As we are now formalising the content and casting for the shows, please do let us know immediately if a student is unable to participate in the festival. This will not prevent anyone from fully participating in regular classes, with perhaps the exception of the few weeks prior to the event when placing and running orders will be finalised.
Further Questions

Please do not hesitate to contact the office if you have any further questions or comments of any kind concerning the Big Little Festival.
